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Topic:

COUNTINGTHECOST

BibleText:Luke14:25-33

Teacher:AdewuyiS.Oluwatobi

Prayer

FatherinthemightynameofJesus.WeglorifyandadoreYourname,thankYoufor
eachamdeveryoneofuspresent,aswebeginourbiblestudymaytheHolyspiritcome
andreigntilltheend,weshallcontinuetopraiseandglorifyYournameforinJesus
preciousnamewehaveprayed.Amen

Study

Iwelcomeyoualltotonight'sstudyinthenameoftheLordJesusChrist.Itrustweare
alldoingwell.IpraythattheLordwillspeaktoeachandeveryoneofusdirectlyaswe
swim intothetruthofHisword,tonight'sstudyisakindthatisveryimportanttobe
taughtineverytrueChurchesofChrist,ifwemustprepareourselvesandothersto
makeheaven,asapreacherandasabelieverwhoisjourneyingtothekingdom ofGod
youmustnottaketonight'sstudy casual,thatiswhyIwouldlikeyoutoopenupthe
channelsofyourspirittoreceivingfrom theHolyGhosttonight.

Luke14:25-32KJV

Andtherewentgreatmultitudeswithhim:andheturned,andsaiduntothem,[26]Ifany
mancometome,andhatenothisfather,andmother,andwife,andchildren,and
brethren,andsisters,yea,andhisownlifealso,hecannotbemydisciple.[27]And
whosoeverdothnotbearhiscross,andcomeafterme,cannotbemydisciple.[28]For
whichofyou,intendingtobuildatower,sittethnotdownfirst,andcounteththecost,
whetherhehavesufficienttofinishit?[29]Lesthaply,afterhehathlaidthefoundation,
andisnotabletofinishit,allthatbeholditbegintomockhim,[30]Saying,Thisman
begantobuild,andwasnotabletofinish.[31]Orwhatking,goingtomakewaragainst
anotherking,sitteth notdown first,and consulteth whetherhe be able with ten
thousandtomeethim thatcomethagainsthim withtwentythousand?[32]Orelse,
whiletheotherisyetagreatwayoff,hesendethanambassage,anddesirethconditions
ofpeace.[33]Solikewise,whosoeverhebeofyouthatforsakethnotallthathehath,he
cannotbemydisciple.

ThescripturesaysthatagreatmultitudefollowedChrist,TheLordhasbeenmoving
from oneplacetoanotherhealingallkindsofsicknessesand performingallkindsof
miracles,sothishadcalledfortheattentionofthecrowd,notbecausetheywantedto
reallyknow how toenterthekingdom ofGodbutbecauseofthemiraculousdeed.
Jesusknowingthatthepresenceofamultitudedoesnotalwaysmeanapproval,He
knewthem followingHim doesnotmeanthattheyknowwhatittakestobewithHim,
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Hedecidedtoteachthem oneoftheessentiallessonsofdiscipleship.Hetoldthem to
countthecost,sayingifanyonecomestoHim anddoesnothatehisfatherandmother,
wifeandchildren,brothersandsisters,andhisownlifealsohecannotbeHisdisciple.
BythistheLordtellsusthatthemajorrequirementsforgainingadmissionintoChrist's
schoolofdiscipleshipis—"forsakingall".Thisschoolisdifferentfrom ourtheological
schoolswherewegotowithoutevenknowingwhatittakestofollow Christbefore
gainingadmission.Thisschoolisatypewhereyoumusthaveanideaofwhatyouwant
togetyourselfintobeforeentering,from thestatementabovewhichtheLordJesus
ChristmadeweknowthatwithoutthisrequirementnoonecanbeHisdisciples.Thena
complimentaryqualificationis"denial".AnyonewhowantstofollowHim mustlearnthe
artofdenialbeforehewillbeabletofollowHim andhowwouldhedothat?,hemustsit
downtocountthecost.

Luke14:28-29KJV

Forwhichofyou,intendingtobuildatower,sittethnotdownfirst,andcounteththecost,
whetherhehavesufficienttofinishit?[29]Lesthaply,afterhehathlaidthefoundation,
andisnotabletofinishit,allthatbeholditbegintomockhim,

IntheaboveversesweseeChrist'sillustrationhereonhowwearetocountthecostof
followingHim.ItisnotallaboutsittingtohearthewordofGodorevengoingtowatch
peopleperform miraclesatthestadium oratcrusadegrounds,itisbeyondonehaving
abibleschoolcertificate,evenbeingaprofessoroftheologydoesnotqualifyanyoneto
beChrist'sdisciple.Anymanwhohasnotsatdowntocountthecostofhisdecisionto
follow Christcannotfollow him successfully.Intoday's21stcenturychurchesthe
reasonwehavethehighestrateofunseriousChristiansisbecausepeoplearejust
beinggatheredtohavealargecongregationsoastobereceivingmoneyandthissetof
peoplearenottoldtocountthecostoffollowingChristbecausetheywouldleavethe
church,whichmeansthatmostchurchesarenotgatheringmemberstobeChrist's
disciplesbutchurchmembersorpastorfollowers.Assumingthecostofdiscipleshipis
beingtaughttodayinchurchesmanychurcheswillbescantyandofcoursethebible
saysthatfew betheythatfindsthewaythatleadstoeternallife.Accordingtothe
requirementslistedherebyChristwecanseethattheyareintophasesandthosetwo
mustbecompleteinourdecisionmakingtoqualify.

1.Forsakingall

2.Bearingyourowncross

ThroughChrist'steachinghereweknowthatwemustfirsthavetheknowledgeofthese
soastoweighourdecisionscorrectly.Manyarenotevensureofwhattheyareintothat
iswhytheyarebeingridiculedbytheworldandbeingmadetoknowthattheyarenot
differentfrom them.Wemustsitdowntoaskourselvestheseimportantquestions"am
Ireadytoforsakeeverything?""am IreadytosufferforChrist?"Wehavetoknowthat
sufferingforChristissufferingforwhatoneonanormaldaywouldnotsufferforifone
doesnotfollowChrist.Thetruthisthatintheselastdaysonlythosewhounderstand
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thecostofdiscipleshipandcancountthecoststhatwillbeabletomakeittoHeaven
becausesomeonewhodoesnotknowitwouldseenoreasonwhyhewouldnotjointhe
multitudeandwouldalsonotseeanyreasonnottoenjoythepleasuresthisworldhas
tooffersotheywillseesufferingaswhatisnotmeantforChristians,ofcourse,thatis
whatmanyarealreadybeingtaughtthesedaysthatasaChristianyou'renottosuffer,
thatinfactpovertyisasin.ThesearethekindofChristiansbeingbredtodaywhocan
notstand forChristatanypointin time.Long suffering, endurance, patience,
perseveranceandotherChristianvirtuessuchasthesearenolongertaughtbecause
theyareseenasthingsthataremeantforunbelieversandnotforChristiansbecause
JesusChristhaspaiditall.

1.ForsakingallforChrist:whentalkingaboutforsakingallinthiscontextitsimply
meansmakingeveryotherthingasecondchoice.(ApologytothosenotinNigeria).For
thoseinNigeria,Idon'tknowaboutothercountriesweknowthatifyouwanttoregister
forentranceexamination(Jamb)intotheuniversityyou'llbeaskedtopickfirstchoice
institutionandsecondchoiceinstitution,ifyouwanttobeadmittedyou'llbeconsidered
foradmissionmostlyinthatfirstchoiceinstitution.Therearesomeinstitutionsthat
would notadmitanybodywho chooses them as second choice because this is
interpretedasaform ofdowngradetotheirstandard.ThatishowitiswithChrist,Heis
ourmaker,soforyouplacinghim asasecondoptionmeansthatyouhavedowngraded
Him onthescaleofpreferenceofyourlife.Jesussaidyoumusthateeveryoneyoulove
andisofhighesteem toyouandnotonlythat;youmusthateyourownlife.Hateinthis
contextdoesnotmeantothinkevilofpeopleorseektheirharm,buttoplaceChrist
abovethem tomakeChristthefirstandfinaloptionwhenitcomesto choosing
betweenHim andthem.Italsomeansthatevenyourownlifeshouldnotmattertoyou
thanHim soifitwilltakeyoudyingbecauseofHim thenyoudie!happily.Hmmm.

ItmeanstoseektodoChrist'scommandmentsmorethanwhatanyone,anywheremay
say,itmeansnotfollowinganyotherperson'scounselwheneveritisagainstGod'swill.
Therearesomepeoplewhoaresoattachedtotheirlovedonestothepointthattheydo
notwanttodoanythingtodispleasethem,evenwhenthesesetofpeopletellsthem to
follow them toworshipothergodstheywillgoevenasitisagainstGod'scommand.
Deuteronomy13:6-8KJVIfthybrother,thesonofthymother,orthyson,orthydaughter,
orthewifeofthybosom,orthyfriend,whichisasthineownsoul,enticetheesecretly,
saying,Letusgoandserveothergods,whichthouhastnotknown,thou,northyfathers;
[7]Namely,ofthegodsofthepeoplewhichareroundaboutyou,nighuntothee,orfar
offfrom thee,from theoneendoftheearthevenuntotheotherendoftheearth;[8]
Thoushaltnotconsentuntohim,norhearkenuntohim;neithershallthineeyepityhim,
neithershaltthouspare,neithershaltthouconcealhim:

SomepeoplelovetheirspousemorethanGod,someitistheirjobthattheyhave
placedaboveChrist.Theyhardlyhavetimeforthewordandprayer,someworshiptheir
pastors,anddoesnothaveanyregardforChristasifitistheirpastorsthatdiedfor
theirsins.Iam notsayingyouarenottorespectyourpastororhonoryourpastorsbut
we mustrealise that,whatsoevereven ourpastorsays thatis againstGod's
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commandmentsshouldbediscarded.Therearemanyassociationsthesedaysthata
lotofpeopleareintowhichhasmadethem nottobeabletostaywithChristbecause
theydonotwanttobeinferior.I'veheardofachurchthathasfootballsession,there'sa
timetodiscussfootball,soeachmemberswouldgotothecornerallocatedforhisown
clubtodiscussaboutmatchesandtheywillputontheirfootballjerseys.Somearestill
inchurchessuchasthisbecausetheyareafraidtolosetheirmembership,theseones
don'tunderstandwhatitmeanstofollowChristyet.

TherearesomepeoplewhoprefertokeeppeersthanChrist,theyknowthetruthofthe
wordofGodbutdonotwanttoobeybecausetheywillbeexcludedfrom thecaucusof
friends, theyprefertoavoidbeingcalledseveralkindsofnames,theychoosetoflow
withtrends.

AsChristiansourstandtodoGod'swillalwaysmustbefirm evenatthefaceof
whateverpeoplemaysay.WhenyouaretoldtorenounceChristbecauseyouarethe
onlyonewhoissavedinyourfamily,wouldyourenounceHim?Ifyouaredeprivedof
specialprivilegesathome, schoolandatworkbecauseofyourstandinthefaith,
shouldyouchoosetocompromiseorstandwithChristandnotcomplybythestandard
setbytheworld? Whenfacedwiththreatsofdeathifyoudonotcomplywiththe
world'sstandardthatkicksagainstGod'scommandmentsshouldyoucompromise.
Wouldyounotpreachagainstabortion,lesbianism,homosexuality,etcbecausethey
havebeenpassedintolawsasappropriate?Wouldyousuccumbbecauseyouwantto
belovedbymenandalsoescapebeingsanctionedbythegovernment?No!,Youarenot
to, youhavetoholdon.Christsaidwemustbereadytoforsakeall, evenour
reputationsifwemustbeHisdisciples.Themomentwechoosetofollow Christ,we
mustchoosetoforsakealleventothethingsweown,downtoriches,clothes,houses,
jobsamongothersandbegintoconcentrateonthethingsabove,theglorythatisset
beforeusinheaven.Weshouldnotgathertreasureshereonearth.Iftrulyweare
heavenconsciousacquiringwealthhereonearthwillbesounnecessarytous,we
wouldnotbeliketherichyoungrulerLuke18:22KJVNow whenJesusheardthese
things,hesaiduntohim,Yetlackestthouonething:sellallthatthouhast,anddistribute
untothepoor,andthoushalthavetreasureinheaven:andcome,followme.

WhentherearestillthingswestillholdontoandcannotforsakeforChrist'ssake,then
itmeanswearenotreadytofollowin.WemusthavequickresponsetoHiscalljustlike
Hisdisciples.Matthew4:19-20KJVAndhesaithuntothem,Followme,andIwillmake
youfishersofmen.[20]Andtheystraightwaylefttheirnets,andfollowedhim.Matthew
4:22KJVAndtheyimmediatelylefttheshipandtheirfather,andfollowedhim.Thatis
thekindofresponseGodwantsfrom thosewhowanttofollowHim,leaveeveryother
thingsbehindyouandfollowHim.Therefore,atthistimeyoumustbeabletositdown
andthinkthat"am Ireadytoforsakepornography, fornication, robbery,adultery,
embezzlement,selfishambitions,evilcompany,jobslikebusinessesthatdoesnot
pleaseGodinordertofollow Christ"SomepeoplearecalledbyGodintoministrybut
becausetheyarealreadysuccessfulmenintheirbusinessestheydecidenottoanswer
thecallofGodupontheirlivesallthesearestillentangledwiththethingsoftheworld
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andthey'renotreadytobeChristdisciplesyet.Youmustknowthatitisveryhard,itis
noteasyatall,sobythisyouwouldknowwhatyou'regettinginto,thewayisnarrow,
infactitistoonarrowthatifyougetfatwiththepleasuresandthingsofthisworld,it
willnotcontainyou.

ItisTheHolySpiritthatmakesthisjourneyeasyforeverychildofGodbutforthefact
thatyouwillnotfaceanychallenge, persecutions, tribulations, isnotpossible,
sufferingispartofthepackagesthatcomeswithChristianity,butweknowthatinall
weareovercomers

2.BearingyourownCross:thismeansreadinesstosufferforChristtheactofsuffering
mustbereadytobelearnt.Thosewhoaretaughtthatthekingdom ofGodisamatterof
eatinganddrinkingaretheoneswhodon'tlastinthejourneyoffaith.Themomentthey
begintoseeandexperiencetheoppositeofwhattheywerepromisedtheywouldbegin
tofaintinheart/spirit.ToqualifytobeChristdiscipleyoumustbewillingtotakeevery
sufferingforHisnamesakewithjoy,thatis,thedesiretolivegodlyinChristmustbein
youandbecauseofthisdesireyouknowthatsufferingisinevitablejustasitiswritten
in2Timothy3:12KJV Yea,andallthatwilllivegodlyinChristJesusshallsuffer
persecution.Thismeansthatinasmuchasyouarenotreadytobepersecutedorsuffer
forChrist,donotevenbothertofollow Christbecauseyouwillcallout.Youcannot
evenbeadiscipleifyouhavenotmadeupyourmindtocarryyourowncrossandfollow
Him.Christsaid"if"anyonewantstofollowHim,thismeanswithoutthatrequirement
youcannotfollowHim,becausethemomentyouarenotsureofyourselfwhetheryou
arereadyornotitmeansthatyouhavenotsatdowntocountthecostofwhatyouwant
toembarkonandyourmaterialwillnotbeenoughtocompleteit.Luke14:28KJVFor
whichofyou,intendingtobuildatower,sittethnotdownfirst,andcounteththecost,
whetherhehavesufficienttofinishit?ForthosefollowingChristitislikebuildinga
tower,theymustknowwhatitwilltakeforthem tocompletetheirjourneywithHim.And
Christsaidhethatendurestotheendshallbesavednothethatenduresjusthalfway.

Itisonlythosewhohavebeenabletositdownandcountthecostandhas decidedto
follow Christthatwouldhaveenoughmaterialstocompletetheraceinthisend-time
becausetheyalreadyknow whattoexpectandhavemadeuptheirmindstodono
matterwhatitwilltakethem tomakeheaven.TheMuslim jihadistweretaughtthearts
ofcountingthecostinanegativewaywhichmakesthem killthemselvesinsuicide
bombings,becausetheywerepromisedfalseeternalricheswithvirgins,andtheylay
downtheirlivestotheirowndestructionjustbecauseofwhattheyweremadeto
believe,yetwehaveChristianswhocannotsufferadayhunger,orhumiliation,oreven
standtobecheatedforChrist'ssakejustbecausemostchurchesarenotdoingtheir
work.Despitethatwearetheoneswhohasthe originalpromisesofeternallife,we
findithardtocontendforandarenotreadytolaydownourownlivesforthesakeofthe
gospel.Somepreachersevenpreachthatyoudon'thaveto dieforChrist'ssake
becauseChristhasdiedforyouastheirmembersnow seeeveryopportunitytobe
partakersofChrist'ssufferingasanavenueofcompromisesinceChristhassuffered
forthem theyprefertodoanythingtosavetheirownsoulsthantoloseitforChrist's
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sakeweareintheendtimeandtheAntichristwillsoonemerge,thosewhodonot
know theactofcountingthecostwouldthinktheyhavetoreceivetheMarktospare
theirownsoulsbecausetheyarenotreadytobepersecuted,tormented,suffer,lose
theirjobs,positions,properties,families,friends,evenpulpitsbecausetheydonotwant
tolosememberssotheywouldendorsethemarkforthemselvesandothers.

Jesushassentusoutasdovesamidstwolvesandwemustbewiseasserpentand
gentleasdovestoknow how weoughttowalkatthisperiodoftheageandalsoto
know whatitactuallytakestofollow Christ,wemustbereadytocarryourcrossby
dyingtotallytoself.Somecannotdowithoutfoodforordinary12hours,howwillthese
kindofpeoplebeabletostandandnotdenyChristwhenseriousproblemsbeginsto
comeupduringtheGreatTribulation?countingthecostisalessonthatmustbetaught
ineveryChristianhome,thismustbemadeknowntoeverymemberofourfamily.It
importanttomakethem knowthatwhatsoeverthingisdonetoafflictorinflictpainon
them cannotbecomparedtotheGlorythatliesaheadiftheyenduretotheend.2
Timothy2:10KJVThereforeIendureallthingsfortheelect'ssakes,thattheymayalso
obtainthesalvationwhichisinChristJesuswitheternalglory.Weshouldnotfearwho
cankillthebodybutcanafterwardsdonothing.Onceweallknow thatwearenotto
alwaysexperiencecomfortabilityinourwalkwithChristandevenapprovalbymenwe
wouldalwaysbereadytofaceanythingforChristsake.

Inconclusion,

Matthew19:27KJVThenansweredPeterandsaiduntohim,Behold,wehaveforsaken
all,andfollowedthee;whatshallwehavetherefore?Peterwasforcedtoaskthis
questionbecausetheyhadforsakeneverythingtofollowChristjustthewayweareall
expectedtoforsakeeverythingtofollow Christ,thenJesusChristgavehim areply
aboutwhattheyshouldbeexpectingasarewardbutItellyouthattherewardthatwe
wouldreceiveisfarmuchgreaterthaneventhepricewearepaying.Sometimesago,
theLordJesusChristrevealedtoasisterinrevelationwhatthenew earth that'sthe
saintswouldpossesswilllooklikeandsheconfessedthatthere'snopriceanyoneon
earthcanpayonearththatworth'swhatGodhaspreparedforus,soevenifwediefor
Christitdoesnotstillworthitsowhyshouldwenotprepare?Whyshouldwestillhold
thethingsofthisworldandevenourlivesinhighesteem thanChrist?.1Corinthians2:9
KJVButasitiswritten,Eyehathnotseen,norearheard,neitherhaveenteredintothe
heartofman,thethingswhichGodhathpreparedforthem thatlovehim.

MaytheLordJesusChristhelpustocountthecostandmaketherightdecisionto
followHim dailyinJesusname.Amen
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