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Topic:

SANCTIFICATION

BibleText:Thessalonians4:3

Teacher:AdewuyiS.Oluwatobi

Prayer

Ourfatherwhoartinheaven,wethankyouforyetanothertimetodwellatyourfeetto
learnofyou.Maytheentranceofyourwordindeedbringlightandmaytheseedsownin
usgrowtoabundanceinJesusname.Amen

Study

Iwelcomeeveryoneofustotoday'sBibleStudyinthenameoftheLord,it'ssogood
havingyouallpresenthereonceagain.Ihopeyouarealldoingwellandthatwearestill
inthejourneyoffaith.Atourpreviousstudy,ourteachertaughtusaboutjustificationof
whichIbelievethatweallknowwhatitmeansbynow.Thereforewewouldbetaking
anotherstudytofurtheronthatteachingsoastogetadeeperunderstandingofour
faithandwalkinChrist.PraiseGod.

OurtopicisSanctification,Iknow manyofusmusthaveheard abouttheword
sanctificationbefore,butinmostcasesmanyareusuallyconfused,anddonotreally
knowaboutthedeepaspectofit.TheHolySpiritwouldbetakingusonajourneyinto
thedeeperaspectsofhisword.Thismightbealongonetonight,anditwon'tbea
sermonbutateaching,therefore,letuspaycloseattentionastheLordopensour
understanding.Issomeonestillwithme?
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Whatissanctification?

SanctificationisbeingsetapartforHolyuse,itisprogressiveholinessandgrowing
purity.Itcanalsomeandedication,holiness,consecration,separationetc.

ItisimportantforustoknowthatitisthewillofGodthatbelieversbecomesanctified.
1Thessalonians4:3ForthisisTHEWILLOFGOD,evenyoursanctification,thatye
shouldabstainfrom fornication:itiswhatGodactuallywantsforusall,Heyearnsto
seeussanctified,thatis,Hedelightsinseeingthatwearededicated,consecratedto
Him.HelooksforwardtoseeingthatweareHolyjustasHeis.Hence,thisisnotdone
orgottenbyworksbutthroughthepoweroftheHolySpirit.Itispracticallyimpossible
foranyonetogetitthroughhumanefforts.Galatians5:17Forthefleshlustethagainst
theSpirit,andtheSpiritagainsttheflesh:andthesearecontrarytheonetotheother:so
thatyecannotdothethingsthatyewould.Theverseabovetellsusthatthefleshand
theSpiritareatwaragainsteachother,therefore,itisnotpossibleforamanwhois
underthecontrolofthefleshtogethimselfsanctifiedthroughthepowerofhisown
flesh.

Forustogetabetterandin-depthunderstandingaboutsanctification,wehaveto
examinethestagesofsanctification.

TherearebasicallythreestagesofsanctificationaccordingtothewordofGod,which
are:

1.PositionalSanctification

2.ProgressiveorExperientialSanctification

3.CompleteorUltimateSanctification

1.PositionalSanctification:Thiscanalsobereferredtoasjustification,itiswhatweall
getatsalvation,thedayasinnerbelievesandacceptChrist,heispositionallysanctified
beforeGod,whichtellsusthatitisthestateofourholinessandrighteousnesswhenwe
gotsaved,atthatpoint,God looks atus as being righteous because Christ's
righteousnesswasimputeduponuswhileoursinswereplaceduponChrist.Hebrews
10:10BythewhichwillwearesanctifiedthroughtheofferingofthebodyofJesus
ChristONCEFORALL.ItwastheredemptiveworkofChristthatsanctifiedusinthefirst
stage.Itiswhatbelieversgetthroughfaith,sincenobodycouldworkforit.Acts13:39
Andbyhim allthatbelievearejustifiedfrom allthings,from whichyecouldnotbe
justifiedbythelawofMoses.WhatthelawofMosescouldnotdo,thebodyofChrist
diditonthecrossforus,Hallelujah!!!

Therefore,ItisallaboutthefinishedworkofChrist,whichweallkeyedintoaswe
believedintheLordJesusChristandnotthroughtheworksofmeritbecausenobody
meritswhatChristdidforus,itwasonlybygracewewereabletobepartakers.1
Corinthians1:30Butofhim areyeinChristJesus,whoofGodISMADEUNTO US
wisdom,andrighteousness,andSANCTIFICATION,andredemption:Jesuswasmade
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oursanctification.

Issomeonestillwithmeplease?

ProgressiveorExperientialSanctification:Ofatruththemomentweallkeyedintothe
redemptiveworkofChristandreceivedthefirststageofsanctificationwearestill
pronetofallingintosin,althoughwearerighteousbeforeGodbecauseHeseesChrist's
holinessandrighteousnessonus,butatthesametimeweknowthatwestillsin,since
wearestillintheflesh,thereisnooneonearththatwouldsaythatsincewhenhehas
acceptedChrist,hehasnotfallenintoanysin.Thescripturessaysin1John1:10that"
Ifwesaythatwehavenotsinned,wemakehim aliar,andhiswordisnotinus."this
tellsusthatwehavesinnedeitherinonewayortheotherbecausewhenwegotsavedit
wasourSpiritthatreceivedtransformation/changenotourbodies,neitherwasitour
emotions,ideologies,characters,reasoning,etc.Itisthenourdutiestogetthesethings
bornagain,thatis,togetthem tobegintofunctionaccordingtothedictatesofthe
Spirit,andtogetthisdoneisnotsomethingeasy,ittakesconsciousandconstant
effortscoupledwithseriousness.Soatimes,wedothingswhichwedonotwanttodo
bymistake.ThatwaswhyApostlePaulcomplainedinRomans7:15"Idon'tunderstand
myselfatall,forIreallywanttodowhatisright,butIdon'tdoit.Instead,Idothevery
thingIhate."NIVthistellsusthatevenapostlewasstillstrugglingwithhisfleshjustthe
waywearedoingthesedays.Sowhenwefallintosin,werequestforforgiveness
immediatelyandtrynottogobackintosuchsinagain.

SanctificationisapracticalexperienceofourseparationuntoGod.Itistheeffectof
obediencetothewordofGodinone'slife,soitisstillthesameasgrowinginChrist.2
Peter3:18ButGROW ingrace,andintheknowledgeofourLordandSaviourJesus
Christ.Tohim beglorybothnow andforever.Amen.Herewearebeingenjoinedto
growingrace,wearenottoremainatthebabystageofspirituality,itisverywrongand
dangerous.Godwantsustogrowjustthewayanewbornbabygrowstobecomeafull
grownman.Itwouldthereforebealarmingifachildremainsababyafterfortyyearsof
birth,itwillbeasourceofconcerntohisparents,andforachildtogrow,hemusthave
beenfedwithgooddiets.Inthesameway,forsomeonewhowouldbesanctified,his
sanctificationmusthavebeeneffectedthroughhisobediencetothewordofGod.Itis
inthistheworkofmakinguslikeChristiscontinuedbyGod.

Philippians1:6AMP.AndIam convincedandsureofthisverything,thatHeWho
BEGANagoodworkinyouWILLCONTINUEuntilthedayofJesusChrist[rightuptothe
timeofHisreturn],developing[thatgoodwork]andperfectingandbringingittofull
completioninyou.

SanctificationremainsacontinuousprocessuntilthedayChristwouldreturn,sothis
kindofsanctificationiswhatabelieverneedstopursueearnestly.Wearetostrivefor
holinesswhichissanctification,wearecommandedinHebrews12:14toStrivefor
peacewitheveryone,ANDFORTHEHOLINESSwithoutwhichnoonewillseetheLord.
WearealsocommandedtobeholyjustasHeWhohascalledusisholyandthisis
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effectedbythewordofGod.John17:17Sanctifythem throughthytruth:thywordis
truth.

Sanctificationalsotalksaboutthesettingapartofbelieversforthepurposeforwhich
theyaresentintotheworld.Itistobenotedthatwearesanctifiedandsentbecause
JesusChristwassentandsanctifiedtoo.John10:36SayyeofHim,whom theFather
hathSANCTIFIED,andSENTintotheworld,Thoublasphemest;becauseIsaid,Iam the
SonofGod?

AsJesusChristwasaboutleavingtheearthwhenHeprayedforHisdisciples,hetalked
abouttheirbeingsentandsanctifiedjustthewayitistoallbelievertoo.

John17:18-19AsthouhastSENTMEintotheworld,evensohaveIalsoSENTTHEM
intotheworld.[19]AndfortheirsakesISANCTIFYMYSELF,thatTHEYALSOMIGHTBE
SANCTIFIEDthroughthetruth.Christwassetapart,hewasHoly,hewasrighteousin
thesamewayHewantsustobelikehim,totallydifferentfrom theworld.Heisa
patternforwechristians.WearealsosentandsanctifiedbyHim whichiswhyweare
calledsaintsorsanctifiedones.Whenwewerelivinginworldliness,wewereseparated
from theFatherandbydefault,God'senemiesbutnowwearestandingwithhim andin
him againsttheworld,whichmeansthatourconductsmustbeseparatefrom theworld.
Hebrews10:14

3.Complete or Ultimate Sanctification:Apostle Paultalked about this in 1
Thessalonians 5:23 ESV "Now may the God ofpeace himselfSANCTIFY you
COMPLETELY,andmayyourwholespiritandsoulandbodybekeptblamelessatthe
comingofourLordJesusChrist."thisstageofsanctificationisalsoreferredtoas
glorification,becauseitislinkedtotheappearingofChrist,thisiswhenourcomplete
sanctificationwouldoccur.Thisglorifiedstatewouldbeourultimateseparationfrom
sin,whichisourtotalsanctificationineveryregard.

ThistellsusthatcompletesanctificationwillhappenatChrist'sreturnandcannot
happenbeforethenbecauseitisstillpossibleforamantofallintosinbecauseofhis
humannature,althoughhemustnotgoaboutsinningandmustseekforrepentance
immediatelyhedoesso.ButattheappearingofChristweallgettotallyseparatedfrom
sin,atthispoint,itisnolongerpossibletofallintosinbecauseournaturewouldhave
beenchangedtothatofChrist,sothishasmadetheultimatestageofsanctification
possible,praiseGod!

Howtobesanctified

1.OnemustprayforitandbelievebyhavingtotaltrustandfaithinChrist.1Corinthians
6:11,Hebrews10:10

2.OnemustberegeneratedthroughtheHolySpirit

3.Wemustcontinueinthefaiththroughconstantfasting,prayersandmeditationonthe
wordofGod,it'sadailyexperience.
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4.OnemustcooperatewiththeHolySpiritinparticipatingwithHim intheprocess,itis
impossibletobemistakenlysanctified,it'sintentional.

5.WemustbewasheddailybythewordofGod.

Ephesians5:26.WhenthewordofGodisreaddaily,theHolySpiritthensanctifiesusby
thepowerintheword.Thewordwashesus,purifiesus,cleansesusandgivesus
accesstothepoweroftheHolySpirit.

Inconclusion

Sanctificationisstillthesameasholinessandthefactthatoneissanctifieddoesnot
meanthathewouldnolongerbetemptedtosinortogobacktohisformerways.One
mustthentakehisstandtoresisttemptationortofleefrom it.James4:7Submit
yourselvesthereforetoGod.RESISTthedevil,andhewillfleefrom you.Josephdecided
tofleefrom MrsPortipharInsteadofwaitingtospeakintongues,wecanalsoflee.1
Corinthians6:18.

Inthepast,Godgrantedusjustification,aonceandforallpositionalholinessinChrist.
Now,Godguidesustomaturity,apracticalandprogressiveholiness.Infuture,Godwill
giveusglorification,apermanent,ultimateholiness.Thisiswherewewouldendthis
topic,thankyousomuchforyourtime,ifyouhaveanyquestionpleasedoask.May
yourbody,soulandspiritbesanctifiedinJesusname.Amen.Godblessyou!
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NOTICE:

Ifyou were blessed and wantmore PDFs check ourE-library on Telegram -
http://t.me/bsmonline

Forcomments,questionsandothersyoucancontactus,andIfyouwanttobea
memberofResurrectionBibleStudyOnlineMinistry,KindlycontactusonWhatsAppby
sendingarequesttoBrotherOluwatobion+2347067511039.

FollowRBSM onMixlrtoconnecttoourlivebroadcastscopyandpastethislinktoyour
browserandjoinus-https://mixlr.com/rbsmliveorsearchforrbsmliveifyoualready
havetheapp.
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